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to them the message of Islam, not necessarily by words but more im- 
portantly by deeds, by being, as instructed by their Prophet—prayers 
and peace be upon him—the kindest, most compassionate, and most 
helpful of all persons, by häving a positive and benevolent impact 
on the community, and by bringing a high standard of excellence 
and integrity both to their work and their interactions with others, 
whether these be in the social or commercial spheres. Non-Muslims 
are not considered to have received the message of Islam until they 
fully receive it in its true form, a form not only unadulterated by lies 
and slander, but more damagingly by the anti-Islamic behavior of so 
many Musüms. The first step for every Muslim will necessarily be 
to reform himself by striving to acquire the necessaiy knowledge, 
then to implement it. Only utter sincerity in this will make of a Mus¬ 
lim an honorable example, both for other Muslims to follow and for 

Islam aims at preserving order in society, regulating human in¬ 
teractions, and preventing chaos, to provide the best possible envi- 








Author’s Prologue 


In the Name of God, Most Merciful and Compassionate, 

Remind, for reminding does profit believers. 

Theie is neither power nor ability save by God, the High, the Formidable. 

Transcendent are You ! We have no knowledge save that which You 
taught us, You are the Knowing, the Wise. 


AU praise belongs to God, Lord of Majesty and Generosity, the 
King, the Holy, the Peace, the Guarantor, the Supreme, the Om- 











rebellious demon and obstinate tyrant, against injustice and jealousy, 
and the evil of everything that goes into the earth and everything that 
comes out of it, or that comes down from the sky or ascends in it, 
You are the Compassionate, the Forgiving. You accord protection and 
none can accord protection against You, there is no escape from You 
save to You. O God, guide us with Your guidance, make us of those 
who hasten to Your gcod pleasure, do not commit us to the protection 
of any other, and do not make us of those who disobey You. 

God is our sufficiency and He is the best Guardian. There is nei- 
ther power nor ability, save by God, the Exalted, the Fomüdable. 

My success is butfrom God, upon him do I rely and to him do 
I humbly tum . 5 God is sufficient as a protector and an ally . 6 He is 
tl ha ^H' ^ P ™ teCt ° rS and the be . st °f s allies - 1 There is no god other 








Introduction 


God, Most High and Immense, Mighty and Invincible, says in His 
August Book to His truthful and trustworthy Messenger, Call to the 
path ofyour Lord with wisdom and gracious exhortation, and de- 
bate with them in the best manner, your Lord knows best those who 
have erredfrom His path and He knows best those who are rightly 
guided. 1 2 And He says Exalted be He, Say: This is my way; I call to 
God infull awareness, I and those whofollow me, and Transcendent 
is God and 1 am not one of those who associate with Him} And 
He says, Exalted be He, And whose speech is more excellent than 
he who calls to God, does good works, and says: I am one of the 
Muslims? And He says, Exalted be He, Let there be a community 
among you who invite to goodness, enjoin good, forbid evil; those 
are they who will succeedf 

To call the people to God, to His path, His religion, and His obe- 
dience, is the wont of the Prophets and Messengers; this is what God 
commanded them to do and the reason He sent them. This is what 
He enjoined upon them and exhorted them to do, and it is in this that 
their heirs, the practicing scholars and virtuous saints among the be- 

under all circumstances they persisted in calling the people to the 
path of God and to His obedience, with both their words and deeds, 
with full ardor and zeal, seeking the good pleasure of God, in com- 
passion for His servants, desiring His recompense, and in emulation 
of the Messenger of God, may God’s blessings and peace be upon 
him. He said—may God’s blessings and peace be upon him— He 
who invites to guidance receives a reward equal to that of those who 
follow him, without this diminishing their rewards in any way; and 
he who invites to error, his burden of sin is equal to that of those 


1. Qur’än, 16:125. 

2. Qur’än, 12:108. 
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Ignorance nowadays prevails, has taken control of 
these evil times, and is leading them into strange plac< 
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then the surrounding areas, then the desert Bedouin, Kurds, and 
other such like people, and so on to the farthest reaches of the 
world. When the person that is near assumes this function, he 
who is far is relieved of the responsibility, otherwise anyone 
capable of it, whether near or far, would be accountable, and 
this responsibility remains incumbent upon everyone capable of 
assuming it until there does not remain on the face of the earth 
a single person who is ignorant of a single obligation of his re- 
ligion. This is sufficient to occupy to the full he who is anxious 
for his religion and prevent him from wasting his time in rare 
details and delving in depth in subtle Sciences which are collec- 
tive or kifaya obligations and over which individual or more im- 
portant kiföya obligations take priority.(End of quotation from 
Ghazäli, may God have mercy on him.) 

Let this conclude this blessed introduction and let us now begin to 
discourse on the eight categories, asking God for His help and rely- 
ing entirely on Him. 


34 



Chapter One 


On Counseling, Reminding, Threatening, 
and Waming the First Kind of People 
Who are the Scholars of Religion 


Know that scholais are the leaders of the people and the most emi- 
nent of persons among them. They are like salt in relation to food, 
for food is good when the salt in it is good and spoiled when the salt 
is spoiled. This is why it has been said, 


O Reciters, O salt of the town, how can salt ever 





















has been pointed out also, for it may be used to fight in the way of 
God and thus obtain its merit, or to commit highway robbery and de- 
serve its sin. Therefore, do not think it far fetched that knowledge in 
an evil man become harmful rather than beneficial, for knowledge 



departs is reality, meaning, light, and blessings of knowledge, but 
they leave behind its form and image to be a proof against him. 
Imäm al-Shäfi‘1, may God have mercy on him, said the following 


I complained to Waki‘ of poor comprehension 
so he counseled me to abandon sins 
Saying that knowledge is a light and 

the light of God is never given to a sinner. 


most for you is a corrupt man with a scholarly tongue. And au, 
mav God be pleased with him, said, “Two kinds of people break my 
back- The immoral scholar and the ignorant worshipper. The first 
repels people with his immorality and the second decetves people 
with his devotions.” , , . . 

It is now clear that the God-feanng scholar who stnves to tm- 
prove things is all good, benefit, and improvement to himselfand 
the Muslims at large, while the scholar who has no> fearn God ts 
all evil, affliction, and temptation <o hrmself and the Musums 
large. Such evil scholars have been hkened »n »ne ~ by 
Jesus son of Mary-may peacete upon 

conduits, they are nicely done with gyp . ,-. j 

but carty notiting but dirt inside. On a second occas.on he hkened 
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person is included in his saying, Exalted be He, O believers, why do 
you say that which you do not do?* And, Will you enjoin benev 0 . 
lence upon the people yet forget yourselves, even while you recite 
the Book, will you not think? 26 And he said, may blessings and peace 
be upon him, A man will be brought on Judgment Day and ordered 
to the Fire where his entrails will spill out and he will drag them 
around in the Fire like a donkey tums in the miil. The people of the 
Fire will come to him asking, “What is with you? He will answer, “/ 
used to enjoin good and not do it and forbid evil yet do it. ”” And, 
Leam as much as you like, it will never be accepted of you so lõng 
as you do not practice what you know 2S 

Next to this kind is the kind of scholar who neither practices 
what he knows nor teaches it, either out of laziness or excessive oc- 



withhold the signs and guidance We have sent down, after We have 
made it clear for the people in the Book 29 

Even worse than this last kind is the kind that not only does not 

with falsehood, either to support and deceive the tyrants and 


)rst among scholars and those who eventually will be the most 
us losers. They will shoulder their sins and those of everyone 
ave led astray and invited to error. The Prophet said—may 
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Chapter Two 


The Second Kind: Worshippers and 
Ascetics 


Know that this kind of people is the elitc among God’s servants, the 
locus within His creation where His gaze falls, the substance of His 
lights, and the treasuries of His secrets. Often one recognizes among 
them the protžges of God, His chosen ones among men, the Awtäd, 
Abdäl, Nuqabä and Nujabä In them and from them one seeks and 
takes the realities of sincerity and trathfulness, reliance and detach- 
ment, and other similar stations of certihide, and secrets of religious 
transaction. These are the elect, the Sufis, the loyal, the God-fearing, 
the people of truth and reality, those who work and are active trav- 















al-Rabl* ibn Khaytham, Thäbit al-Bunänl 
ibn Adham, al-Fudayl ibn ‘Iyäd, Wahlt 
Tä’i, Ma‘rüf al-Karkhi, Bishr al-Häfi, S 
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brother and friend ‘Ümar ibn al-Khattäb has died.’ I said, ‘May God 
have mercy on you, ‘Ümar has not died.” He said, ‘Indeed he has, my 

virtually dead.’ Then he invoked blessings on the Prophet and made a 
brief supplication, then he said, ‘This is my counsel to you: The Book 
of God, the death of the Envoys and that of the virtuous believers, 
therefore you must constantly remember death and never allow it to 
disappear from your heart for the blink of an eye. Wam your people 
when you retum to them, counsel the entire community. Never aban- 
don the majority, thereby abandoning your religion unawares and en- 
tering the Fire. Pray for me and for yourself.’ Then he said, ‘O God, 
this man claims to love me for You and to have visited me for You, so 

Abode, the Abode of Peace, guard him so lõng as he is alive in this 
world, content him with a little provision, make him thankful for what 
You give him of Your blessings, and recompense him on my behalf 
with the best recompense.’ Then he said, ‘Peace be upon you and the 
mercy of God and His blessings. Let me not see you searching for 
me again, may God have mercy on you, for I loathe renown and love 
solitude, for I ara foll of sadness so lõng as I am alive among those 
people. So neither ask nor search for me, but know that I shall keep 
you in mind even if I do not see you and you do not see me. Remem¬ 
ber me and pray for me, for I shall remember you and pray for you, 
God the Exalted willing. Now take this way that I may take that way.’ 
I insisted on walking with him for a while, but he refused, so I left him 
as we both wept and kept my sight on him until he was no longer to be 
seen on the road. From then on whenever I inquired after him no one 
had any knowledge of him, but scarcely did a week pass without me 

Asbagh, may God be pleased with him, said, “It was ‘Uways’s 
custom, when evening fell, to say, ‘This is the night of bowing 
down,’ and bow down till moming; or, ‘This is the night of prostra- 
tion,’ and prostrate till moming. When night fell he gave away all 
the food and clothes he had in the house, saying, ‘O God, he who 
dies hungry, do not take me to task for him; and he who dies bare, 
do not take me to task for him.”’ 


Al-Nadr ibn Shumayl, may God have mercy on him, saic 
‘“Uways used to pick up crusts of bread from the rubbish heaps an 
wash them, then give away some in charity and eat the rest, sayint 
‘O God, hoid me not responsible for any hungry creature.”’ 
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When Junayd, may God have mercy on him, was about to die, he 
was visited by Abfl Muhammad al-Jarin, may God have mercy on 
him, and he asked him, “Is there anything you needr He said, “Yes, 

everyone wept along with him, then Junayd said, “And something 
else I need,” he asked, “what is that?” he said, ‘Prepare for our 
companions a banquet, so that when the funeral is over they retum 
to that and thus no grief shall befall them.” Jarlil wept again, say- 

together again.” Abu Ja‘far al-Firghän! said, “This is exactly what 
happened after the death of Junayd, for the gathering had been by 
the blessings of the Shaykh, may God be pleased with him.” 



than this?’ he looked i 












The Third Kind: Sultans, Kings, Princes, 
Govemors, and Other Rulers 


Know that rulers are necessary and no people can do without them. 
Government is of lmmense unportance and rulers are in grave peni. 
For if they fulfill God’s rights and those of His servants, they are 
sure to endure great hardships and exert exhausting efforts. But if 
they fail to do this, theirs will be ruin and perdition. The Messenger 
of God, may God’s blessings and peace be upon him, said, Each 
of you is a shepherd and each is responsible for his flock.' And, 
You will eagerly seek leadership, but it will be regret on Resur- 
rection Day. 2 And, O God, he who assumes responsibility for my 
community in any way and is gentle with them, be gentle with him; 
but he who assumes responsibility for my community and causes 
them hardship, be hard on him> And he said that any man who 
assumes leadership shall be brought on Resurrection Day with his 
hands tied to his neck, then either his justice will release him or his 
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hate you, whom you curse and who curse you. 1 * Another hadith 

says, God is with thejudge so lõng as he is not unjust, for when he 
is, God abandons him and the Devil keeps him company.' 9 God, Ex- 
alted be He, says, The unjust will be firewood for Hell. 20 

of his subjects’ money is permissible to him, however small the 
amount, and that the sums he imposes on them in the way of taxes, 
customs, and similar things are overt injustice and loathsome in- 
iquity. The only money that is permissible for him and his aides 
is that which comes from sources that have no specific proprietor, 
from those who die without häving any heirs at all, also that which 
is taken from non-Muslims in the way of tribute, and other similar 

The Imam, the Proof of Islam, may God the Exalted have mercy 
on him, mentions in the Book of Halal and Haräm in the Ihyä' the 
sources of income for rulers and he restricts them to ten categories 
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among the greatest of sins, and the Messenger of God—may God’ s 
blessings and peace be upon him—has cursed the person who bribes 
the one who is bribed, and the go between . 28 

Another dangerous responsibility is to assume management 
of the possessions of orphans and other Awqäf and charities. The 
Prophet—may God’s blessings and peace be upon him, said to Abü 
Dharr, may God be pleased with him, O Abü Dharr, I can see how 
weak you are, and I wishfor you what I wish for myself, therefore 
never assume leadership over two persons and never take responsi¬ 
bility for the money ofan orphan . 29 

He declared taking the money of orphans one of the most loath- 
some major sins. God the Exalted said, Those who devour the prop- 
erty of orphans unjustly, they are devouring Jire in their bellies and 
they will be bumed in a blaze .» 

shouM he who is r ious for Us reli s ion 





I ofhim, and he will be able to reach me at the Basin .» If lhis 
applies to him who only confirms their lies and assists them j n 
their injustice, how will it be for the rulers themselves? We seek 
God’s protection from affliction and we ask Him for safety i n 
this world and the next, and that He make us people of justice and 
excellence, of those who obey Him and seek His good pleasure, 
both in public and in private. 

Know that just as it is incumbent upon those who take charge 
of any of the affairs of the Muslims to deal with justice with those 
in their charge and be honest with them, so is it incumbent upon 

wife, children, and slaves. He said, may blessings and peace be 
him, Each of you is a shepherd and each is responsible for 


a tyrant when he has authority over none 

that a man's wife and children will clutc 
Day, saying, “Our Lord, exact our revenge 


i his family. 
i transmitted 


e!” He must, therefore, teach 
le way of obedience to God, 
sn upon them, and then drive 






Chapter Four 


The Fourth Kind: Merchants, Farmers, 
and Craftsmen 


God, Blessed and Exalted be He, says, We have given you mastery 
over the earth and appointed for you means of livelihood, little are 
you tkankful. 1 And, We have divided among them Iheir means of 
livelihood in the life ofthis World and raised some of them degrees 

It is incumbent on every person to strive to fulfill his needs and 
that of his dependents, such as spouse, children, in a Halal manner. 
A hadtth says, Seeking what is Halal is an obligation that comes 
with the other obligations Another says, When evening comes 
upon a man who is tired from the Work of his, evening will have 
tome with forgiveness.' And also, God loves the believer who is in 
possession of a craft and detests the chaotic person who is engaged 
neither in workingfor this world norfor the next? The Messenger of 
God—may God’s blessings and peace be upon him—has made he 
who strives to fulfill his needs and those of his family and avoids de- 
pending on others equal to him as one who fights in the way of God. 
A hadtth says, The veracious honest merchant will be resurrected in 
the company of the Prophets, the Siddiqln, and the martyrs ‘ 

However, the merchant and the craftsman have responsibilities 
attached to their profession which they must fulfill. These are either 
obligatory or strongly recommended. The first of these is that they 







the Devil, rather than that of the AU-Merciful. The merchant must 

of delivery, loans, mortgages, rentals and all other transactions he 
is likely to encountei. He should never engage in any transaction 
without first leaming the judgments of God conceming it. As for 
the craftsman, he should learn God’s rulings conceming his craft 

deserve to be blamed. Let him iefrain from lying and breaking his 
promises, for it is said, “Woe to the merchant for: ‘No, by God!’ 


avoid depending on others or desiring what is in their hands, and 

ere. With such intentions they would be working in obedience to 
God, seeking His satisfaction and reward. They should also intend 
to strengthen their kinship bonds, give to the poor and the needy 
that which is in excess of their needs. The intention of the believer 

to that he would not have by his works. Intentions are within every- 
one’s ability, no difficulties are attached to them, whereas it may be 
difftcult to do certain works at certain times. When the merchant or 
craftsman intends to use his trade to assist the Muslims by making 
it easy for them to obtain what they desire, this will not be entirely 
lacking in merit, despite the fact that he does it for a fee, for the 
grace of God is vast and His generosity overflowing. 

It is important for such people to make sure they are never so 
occupied with their work that they miss the obligatory prayers or 
delay them beyond their appointed times, or pray in such a hurry 
that they detract from the adequate performance of some or all its 
components, for some of them may be so intent on retuming to his 
work that they pray too hastily, which is forbtdden tn rehgton. It ts 
important that they do not delay the prayers from their earliest pos- 







































dirhams süit for your money, or you keep this one and we retum 
five hundred to you, or you take all your money and leave our suits 
alone.” The Bedouin chose to keep the süit in hts possesston and be 
refunded five hundred. 

There was a time when Sari al-Saqari,may God have mercy 0n 
him, had almonds to sell worth sixty dinärs. He resolved to make 
a profit of three dinärs. A few days later a broker came offering to 
take the almonds and inquiring about the price. “Sixty three dinärs ,” 

Sari said, “My intention was to make a profit of three dinärs." He 
replied, “I have pledged myself to God never to cheat nor defraud a 
Muslim.” Sari refiised to sell other than at his price, which the bro¬ 


ker refused, preferring not to buy at all. This and other stories were 
quoted by Imäm Ghazäll, may God have mercy on him. 

Such people manage their worldly affairs to serve their life-to- 
come, increase themselves in piety and increase their rewards for 
their good deeds. God the Exalted says about them, Men who are 
distracted neither by commerce nor sellingffom the retr, 
of Ood and paying the Zakät; they arefearful ofa day wi 
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Chapter Five 


The Fifth Kind: The Poor, the Weak, 
and the Afflicted 


ty, weakness, and need are trials that God afflicts 
to test their patience and their acceptance of His 
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I Kind: The Poor, the Wbak, t 






Chapter Six 


The Sixth Kind: Dependents such as 
Children, Women, and Slaves 


■These are the kinds of people who are mostly dependents. The rights 
riohTlfT “T “! m ° re numerous and more important than the 
Tn case f ? Pe " d °" SUCh as lheir P arents - husbands or 
ceitabi rights VCS maS ' erS ’ a '' h ° Ugh * ey ob viousIy °we these 

says A Wwt, n 7* ****** God. Augus, and Majestic 
shaü worship n ° ne ° therth ™ 

never repnmand them, but sneak tn tu ,, '° them and 

raun* üfc und y 0iir C , S f yS ' EMlted be »e, 

enjoined upon each human beina tn h t Ret “m . 3 And We 

mo ' fe r s “ffe>-ed hardship carrvm7„„ü, % to ^ P orenö - /«r 
/ repenr to y OM a nd/ t , ma WuS <fe/,venn S Mm, up undi, 

Ibn Mas‘üd, may God hpni»’ j 

Messenger of God—may God*s blessh^^ !?*’ Said ’ “ J asked ** 
“Which works are most^^o” «“» be upon hün- 
prayer m dme.” I said, “Then which^H , replied ' “ Th <= raual 
L Qur’än. I7-2 3~24 rephed, “Loyally to the 

2. Qur’än,' 4:36. ' 



'f gS"” B 1 aSked The " Which7 ’ He repüed. "J‘bõd forthesake 

ever repay hisfather.unless L ^ZhimZashv"IZ 

,hen buys andreleases him.‘ And, The satisfaction pfGodlies in the 
satisfaction of the two parents and the displeasure ofGod lies in the 
displeasure of the two parents.' God, Blessed and Exalted be He, 
is said to say, “He who awakens in the moming häving pleased his 
two parents but displeased Me, with him I am pleased; but he who 
awakens in the moming häving pleased Me but displeased his two 
parents, with him I am displeased.” The Prophet said, may blessings 


man once said, “O Messenger of God, n 
money.” He replied, Both you and your 
And he said, may blessings and peace be 
parents and your children will be loyal \ 


? nose! They asked, “O Messenger of God, whose?” He said, He 
10 sees one or two of his parents in their oid age, yet they do not 
ase him to enter the Garden .' 3 And, The greatest of major sins 
e associating with God, taking a life, disloyalty to the two par- 
ts. and false witness. - And, Accursed is he who ,s dtsloytd to h,s 
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The Skth Kind: Dependents s 


ä Children, Women, t 
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permission, that she does not fast a supererogatory fast without his 
permission, that she guards herself and his property, that she man- 
ages well the affairs of the children and the servants, and that she 
does not offend him with what he may see, hear, or smell from her, 
so that he hears only what is good, sees only what is comely, and 
smells only what is fragrant. She should be ready for him whenever 
he wants her, and should only refuse herself for a legal excuse such 

family and acquaintances with kindness. 

penses and clothes and that he treat her with kindness. Hetaid^may 
Wessings and peace be upon him, The bestamong youaretie best to 


^^iMyourwomenwlll^^ *° ^ ^ the J° rd °f Go(L * 1 
rib; and the part of the rib that is mast curved is its heüdlfZTtry 
to straighten it you will break it, and ifyou leave it, it will remain 

He also said, may blessings and peace be upon hinu 
mm never delests a believing woman, ifhe dislikes one of her at- 
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5 ChILDRen, Women, / 


by a trial or mbjected to a painful , ormr , „ . 
pledge allegiance lo you are h,„ j . And ' Tru, y 'hose who 
händ ofGod is over their fcwf» f^Uegiance lo God, the 
inhim, strengthenedandsupponedhhn' wf*“* be,ieved 
was rent down with him HwZ„Z and f° l ‘™‘i the light ihal 
ers, raise not your voices above th success M - 15 And, O believ- 
not to him loudly, as you speak * °^ the Pro P ilet o«d speak 

fail withoul you being aware* AuTZlüLt?ZLZe T 

— * »*» «,«, 

onrf cüivc. they would have been able to do nothing but 

toJüUow me And, He who obeys me has obeyed God, md he who 
disobeys me has disobeyed God.™ And, All my community will enter 
the Garden except those who refuse. They said, “Who wül refuse?” 
He replied, Hewho obeys me will enter the Garden, andhe who dis- 
obeys me will have refused." And, He who offends me has offended 
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Chapter Seven 

The Seventh Kind: Those Engaged 
in God’s Obedience and Those Engaged 
in His Disobedience 

Know that, together with the mention of the second kind who are 






The Con 
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and they shall not be wronged. There will be nothingfor them in the 
Hereafter but the Fire. ” 3 

Forbidden ostentation is not the involuntary thoughts concern- 
ing other people that pass through one’s heart, when one is neither 
provoking nor happy with them. But if these thoughts are the motive 
behind his works, then these ruin the very roots of worship. How- 
ever, if there is also a religious motive with them, then this bears 
detailed exposition, as Imäm al-Ghazäll, may God have mercy on 
him, and other Imäms have done. However, all this is forbidden, 
dangerous, and blameworthy, and many verses of the Qur’än and 



I am the least in need of 
indudes a partner. Mine 
r. A It has been transmit- 
the recompense for their 
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He said, Blessed and Exalted be He, And they were succeeded by 
those who inherited the Book, those who take the passing goods of 
this world, saying, “It shall be forgiven us. ” 26 And, They were suc¬ 
ceeded by those who wasted the prayer andfollowed their passions. 
They will meet with evil . 21 And the Messenger of God—may God’s 
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The Eighth Kind: Idolaters 
and Disbelievers 


Those who associate another with God are of many kinds, some 
associate with Him, others neutralize His attributes and others deny 
Him altogether. God the Exalted says, Know that there is no deity 
God . 1 And, Your god is God with Whom there is no other god, 
has encompassed everything in knowledge . 2 And, God is but 
God, Transcendent be He beyond häving a son . 3 And, Your 
is one god, there is no god other than He, the All-Merciful, the 
passionate . 4 And, God testifies that there is no god other than 
ind the Angels and those possessed of knowledge (testify); He 
Ids justice, there is no god other than He, the August, the Wise . 5 
And he who calls upon another god with God, for whom he has 
no proof . 6 And, and call not upon another god with God, for there is 
no god other than He, everything perishes save His Face, judgment 
f C Miv nnsi tn Him vnu shall retum . 1 And, God foreives not associa- 
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ceitainty into^Jieir heaits. They said, “Our Lord is the Lord oftke 
heavens and the earth, we shall never call upon a deity other than 
He, for then we would have strayed veryfar indeed. These, our peo- 
ple, have taken to them other deities apart front Him, ifonly they 
would bring some clear authority regarding^hem!?But who does 

have departed away front them and what they worship other than 
God, lake refuge in the Cave, and your Lord will unfoldfor you qf 
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Godforbids the Fire to t 


iys lä iläha Ula ’Häh purelyfor His 
tay God be pleased with him, “Go 
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The Complete Summons and General Reminder 

to the Garden and Lä iläha illa'lläh came and opened the gates for 
him by God’ s grace and mercy. 

Praise belongs to God, Lord of all Beings. 



Conclusion 


This conclusion is composed of counsels and reminders that shall, 
God willing, awaken the slumbering and heedless, and alert the in¬ 
telligent and sagacious. It indudes verses from the Book of God and 
traditions from the sayings of the Messenger of God—may God’s 
blessings and peace be upon him—the Companions, the Followers, 
and the practicing scholars and virtuous servants of God. 

God, Blessed and Exalted be He, says to His Trustworthy Mes¬ 
senger, Call to the path ofyour Lord with wisdom and gracious ex- 
hortation.' And God, Exalted be He, says, He who receives a coun- 
sel from his Lord and desists, his is what has gone by and his affair 
is God’s to decide, but those who relapse, they are the people of the 
Fire to dwell therein perpetually. 2 And, Those, God knows what is 
in their hearts, so tum awayfrom them, admonish them, and say to 
them profound words about themselves? And, Had they done what 
they had been counseled it would have been betterfor them and 
more strengthening. Then We would have given them from Us an 
immense reward and would have guided them to a straight path* 

The Messenger of God—may God’s blessings and peace be 
upon him—said, I have left amongst you two counselors, one that 
speaks and another that is silent: That which speaks is the Book of 
God, and that which is silent is death. 5 

Al-‘Irbäd ibn Säriya, may God be pleased with him, said, ‘The 
Messenger of God—may God’s blessings and peace be upon him— 
gave us a sermon that caused our hearts to quiver and our eyes weep. 
We said, ‘O Messenger of God, how like a farewell sermon this 
seems so counsel us.’ He said, ‘I enjoin upon you the fear of God 
and to hear and obey, even if yonr leader is an Abyssinian slave. 









lim. Hoid your ti 


to ‘Uqba ib 


And he said, He has succeeded who accepts Islam, and is given 
ThMU; neCeSSary Pr ° ViSion ’ ünd God makes him conlenled with 
And, The dead person isfollowed by three: hisfamily, his prop- 
erty, and his Works. Two tum back and one slays with him: his fam- 
tly and his property tum back, while his Works stay with him ." 

And, The servant says, "My property, my property!" Yetofhis 
property only three things are his: that which he ate and so de- 
stroyed, that which hewore and so wore out, and that which he gave 
away and so saved. Everything else he is bound to depart from and 
leave to others 74 

And, This World is the home ofhe who has no home, the wealth 
noreason "° Weal,h ’ and ,he one who 8“lhers it is he who has 
And, The feet of a servani shall not move on Judgment Day 
before he is asked aboutfour things: His life. how he spent if his 
youth, how he used it; his wealth, how he acquired it and how he 
spent it; and his knowledge, what he did with it .* 
p. Garden is surrounded by unpleasantness, while the 

And, Everything that mi 
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this world there will be no abode other than the Garden or the Fire. 79 I 
When he assumed the caliphate, Abü Bakr al-Siddiq, may God 
be pleased with him, said, “I have been given charge of your af- 
fairs although I am not the best of you. The mightiest among you 
the rights of others from him 
; mightiest in my sight until I 
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world while death is after him; another who is forgetful yet not 
forgotten; and another who laughs wholeheartedly yet he does not 
know whether the Lord of all Beings is angry or pleased with him. 
Three made me so sad that I cried: Separation from Muhammad and 
















CONCLUSION 
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the fear of Ood, that fear which is t£ onlv t h ’ u enJOm UP °" y °“ 
those who are stiil alive will leave them ust h ° have P® nshed ’ 811(1 


:ed of what they have sent ahead, but in no 























who embellishes his inward with vigila 
embellish his outward with striving and: 

August and Majestic, how will you ansv 
Bishr ibn al-Härith, may God have 
will come a time upon the people when i 




small in the presence of piety.” 

Ibn Abi al-Ward said, I onc 
him weeping ov er a broken jug, s 
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Epilogue 



said that his father Jubayr ibn Mut‘im, may God be pleased with 
bim, said that he Prophet—may God’s blessings and peace be upon 
him, had said, I have five names: I am Muhammad, I am Ahmad, I 
am al-Mähl (the Eraser) with whom God erases disbelief, I am al- 
Hõshir (the Musterer) behind whom the people will be mustered, 
andi am ai- Äqib (theflnal successor). 

Conclusion of Sahih al-Bukhari: Abu Zur‘a said that Abu 
Hurayra, may God be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of 
God—may God’s blessings and peace be upon him—had said, Two 





















